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Easy WaterEasy Water--Wise LivingWise Living
Lunch & LearnLunch & Learn

August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Elizabeth Flegel, Water Conservation CoordinatorElizabeth Flegel, Water Conservation Coordinator
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““Research shows... Research shows... 
many people want to save water, many people want to save water, 

but donbut don’’t know where to start.t know where to start.””

-- California Department California Department 
of Water Resourcesof Water Resources



2

33

California WaterCalifornia Water

Mediterranean climateMediterranean climate
 Cool wet wintersCool wet winters

 Hot dry summersHot dry summers

 Rain / snow falls quickly in large volumesRain / snow falls quickly in large volumes

 Large conveyance systems Large conveyance systems 
carry water from the carry water from the 
source to urban / source to urban / agag usersusers
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Why Conserve?Why Conserve?

 Good for the Earth Good for the Earth 
 Increased demand for a finite supplyIncreased demand for a finite supply

•• Population growthPopulation growth

•• Environmental needs Environmental needs 

•• Climate changeClimate change

 Good for your WalletGood for your Wallet
 Save water, energy, maintenance = $$Save water, energy, maintenance = $$

 Take advantage of current incentive programsTake advantage of current incentive programs
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24%

10% 7%

60%

Source: Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (FY 08-09)

San Francisco Bay Area Water UseSan Francisco Bay Area Water Use
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QuestionQuestion

 How much water do How much water do youyou use every day?use every day?
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Average Bay Area water usage:

• 85 gallons per capita per day

Source: Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (FY08-09) Gallons per capita per day

San Francisco Bay Area Water UseSan Francisco Bay Area Water Use

Average Bay Area water usage:

• 85 gallons per capita per day

• Two person household uses:
• 170 gallons per day
• 62,0000 gallons per year
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Seasonal Changes in Water UseSeasonal Changes in Water Use

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Single Family Residential Water Use in Mountain View:
• Twice as much water use during summer months

Landscape 
Irrigation
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Residential Water Use Residential Water Use 
in Mountain Viewin Mountain View

Indoor
Outdoor

Single FamilyMultifamily

34%

66%87%

13%

Source: City of Mountain View Utility Billing System (2008)
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Indoor EndIndoor End--Uses of WaterUses of Water

Toilet
Clothes Washer
Shower / Bath
Faucet
Dishwasher

Source: American Water Works Foundation

Toilet

19 gallons

Shower / Bath

13 gallons
Clothes Washer

15 gallons

Faucet

11 gallons

Dishwasher

1 gallon ~ 60 gallons per day
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Average residential water bill:
• $51 per month
• $612 per year

Source: Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (FY08-09)

San Francisco Bay Area Water BillsSan Francisco Bay Area Water Bills
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Indoor Water ConservationIndoor Water Conservation
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Easy Ways to Save IndoorsEasy Ways to Save Indoors

 Fix dripsFix drips

 Check your toilet for leaksCheck your toilet for leaks

 Wash full loadsWash full loads

 Shorten your showersShorten your showers

 Turn off the faucetTurn off the faucet

 8 gal / day8 gal / day

 200 gal / day200 gal / day

 13 gallons13 gallons

 8 gal / day8 gal / day

Tip Water Savings

Source: Environmental Protection Agency WaterSense® website

(5 minutes equals)
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Fixture UpgradesFixture Upgrades

 Install a highInstall a high--efficiency toiletefficiency toilet

 Purchase a highPurchase a high--efficiency efficiency 
clothes washerclothes washer

 Install lowInstall low--flow showerheadsflow showerheads

 Install lowInstall low--flow faucet flow faucet 
aeratorsaerators

Tip Water Savings

 22--11 gal / day11 gal / day

 8 gal / day8 gal / day

 33--15 gal / day15 gal / day

 8 gal / day8 gal / day

(50% per load)

(20-60% per flush)

(20-40% per minute)

(40% per minute)
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Outdoor Water ConservationOutdoor Water Conservation
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Easy Ways to Save OutdoorsEasy Ways to Save Outdoors

 Water in the early morning / late Water in the early morning / late 
evening when there is less wind and evening when there is less wind and 
temperatures are coolertemperatures are cooler

 Reduce watering days and increase Reduce watering days and increase 
intervals to promote root growthintervals to promote root growth

 Update your schedule Update your schedule 
based on the seasonbased on the season



9

1717

Easy Ways to Save OutdoorsEasy Ways to Save Outdoors

 Check your sprinklers frequently Check your sprinklers frequently 
for leaks and adjust spray for leaks and adjust spray 
heads to prevent runoffheads to prevent runoff

 Use mulch on exposed Use mulch on exposed 
ground to keep soil moistground to keep soil moist

 Mow high (instead of short)Mow high (instead of short)

 Use a broom (not a hose) to Use a broom (not a hose) to 
clean sidewalksclean sidewalks
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30

20

10
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Landscape & Irrigation UpgradesLandscape & Irrigation Upgrades

 Install an efficient irrigation systemInstall an efficient irrigation system

 Reduce or replace your lawn Reduce or replace your lawn 

 Plant low waterPlant low water--use plantsuse plants

 Separate Separate hydrozoneshydrozones
(areas of low, medium, and high water use)(areas of low, medium, and high water use)

• Rainwater harvesting
• Graywater irrigation
• Swales
• Pervious pavement
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Traditional vs. Sustainable LandscapeTraditional vs. Sustainable Landscape

MaintenanceMaintenanceYard WasteYard WasteWaterWater

80 hours80 hours670 pounds670 pounds57,000 gallons57,000 gallons

“Traditional” Landscape
Source: Deva Luna
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Traditional vs. Sustainable LandscapeTraditional vs. Sustainable Landscape

MaintenanceMaintenanceYard WasteYard WasteWaterWater

15 hours15 hours250 pounds250 pounds6,000 gallons6,000 gallons

Source: Deva Luna

“Sustainable” Landscape

SUSTAINABLE  LANDSCAPING“LAWN” SUBSTITUTES

Herbs, Groundcovers, Meadows

Source: Deva Luna
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Wildflowers in a meadow

Source: Deva Luna
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RED FESCUE
Festuca rubra

Source: Deva Luna
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WESTERN FESCUE
Festuca occidentalis

Source: Deva Luna

2626Photo: Stephanie Morris

California Native GardenCalifornia Native Garden
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2727Photo: Deva Luna

Mediterranean GardenMediterranean Garden
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Dozens of classes throughout the Bay Area!
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Programs and Rebates for Programs and Rebates for 
Residents of Santa Clara CountyResidents of Santa Clara County

Most cities / water agencies offer similar programsMost cities / water agencies offer similar programs

 San Francisco County: San Francisco County: sfwater.orgsfwater.org

 San Mateo County: San Mateo County: bawsca.orgbawsca.org

 Alameda County: Alameda County: bawsca.orgbawsca.org or or ebmud.comebmud.com
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WaterWater--Wise House CallWise House Call

 Clothes Washer RebateClothes Washer Rebate

 HighHigh--Efficiency Toilet RebateEfficiency Toilet Rebate

 Free LowFree Low--Flow Showerheads and moreFlow Showerheads and more……

Santa Clara CountySanta Clara County
Indoor Conservation ProgramsIndoor Conservation Programs
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WaterWater--Wise House CallWise House Call

WaterWater--Wise Plant RebateWise Plant Rebate

 Irrigation Equipment RebateIrrigation Equipment Rebate

 Smart Controller RebateSmart Controller Rebate

Santa Clara CountySanta Clara County
Outdoor Conservation ProgramsOutdoor Conservation Programs
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Web ResourcesWeb Resources

conservewater.mountainview.gov

valleywater.org

save20gallons.org

h2ouse.org

saveourh2o.org
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““Whiskey is for drinking; Whiskey is for drinking; 
water is for fighting over." water is for fighting over." 

-- Mark TwainMark Twain

Thank you for saving water!Thank you for saving water!

Questions?Questions?


